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Another edition of this interlude printed (according to the 
B.M. General Catalogue) c. 1565 has already been issued 
in facsimile in this series, the original having turned up 
amongst three hitherto “lost plays,” four “ unknown editions,” 
and other rarities in the notable “* Irish find” of 1906. 

There is ample proof that the British Museum authorities 
did well to secure all “the lost” and all “the unknown.” 
The edition of “ Nice Wanton” then recovered ts, for example, 
of supreme importance in restoring lacune, correcting errors 
(not always obvious) of the press, and most important of all, 
in providing better and intelligible readings of many rough- 
cast, doubtful, obscure and (sometimes) unmeaning passages 
in the edition as printed by “fohn King and now presented 
in facsimile.* King’s craftmanship is no doubt slovenly— 


* J instance a few examples as specimens of many :— 
Ly 


(1) &. fit, verso, dine 10, Gupliade, my chyldren naught, ve lye, in Allde’s edition 
this is correctly given as Gup Lady, &c. &9'c. Previous editors were 
puzzled: Hazlitt correctly gave King’s reading, but printed ‘* Gup liar,” 
€5°c.; Prof. Manly’s copyist wrote ‘* Eupliade” (the Gothic G& is broken), 
which he * edited”? as * Eulalia,” €9°c. €9°c. 

(2) A, tifi, recto, ines 16, 17, Whell, it ig no matter Though ve do, fo’. Alle 
corrects this to WAell. . . Though vou doo not, &'c., an important 
and intelligible variation. 

(3) A. iG. verso, last line but one, Here firs, come on feuen, in Allde corrected to 
Heer fix come on feuen; which, as dicing is in progress, is obviously the 
true reading. 

And so forth throughout the play in numerous cases. 
v 


also, to wit, is “‘ Impatient Poverty” printed by him, as was 
this play, in 1560—but so careless is his work and so curious 
are the variations between King’s text and that of ‘fohn Allde 
on the one hand, and so marked, on the other hand, ts the 
general “ polish” of the Allde version, that one is tempted to 
suspect an earlier edition than both, at present unknown, as 
the common source of the two texts now extant. The topical 
allusions also merit comparison in this connection. Professor 
Manly in his “ Pre-Shakesperean Drama” (I. 479, lines 
545-552 and note) points out that “from the rhymes [i.e. 
of the prayer at the end, {, tt, recto, lines 16-23] . . . this 
play was originally composed for production before a King,” 
whereas the earliest known edition is dated 2 Elizabeth. This 
contention is curiously confirmed by the reading in Allde’s 
edition (q.v.). Professor Manly says “written before the 
death of Edward VI.,” but internal evidence—inter alia the 
oath “by the masse” (passim)—seems to indicate a still 
earlier date. 

So far the questions of editions and dates: that of author- 
ship remains. “* Nice Wanton” has sometimes been attributed 
to Thomas Ingelend, the author of “ The Disobedient Child,” 
but nothing definite is known. Of Ingelend himself there is 
also little to say beyond the fact that when he wrote that play 
he was “‘ late Student in Cambridge.” 

Mr. f. A. Herbert of the Manuscript Department, 
British Museum, after comparing this facsimile with the 
original copy, reports the production as generally excellent. 
If the “ Allde” facsimile (sent out to subscribers early in 


vi 


March 1907) be compared with the present issue it will 
be observed that the latter is, though worse printed in the 
original, sharper and clearer. This is due to the more 
suitable paper now used for these facsimiles, though here 
and there a slight unevenness of “impression” may be detected: 
see Note in Introduction of “ Like Will to Like.” 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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